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Welcome to FNB23!

Marnie Shaw, 
Conference Chair

Battery Storage and Grid integration Program
School of Engineering

Image credit: Western Power
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I acknowledge and celebrate the 
First Nations custodians of the 
land on which we meet, and pay 
my respect to Elders past and 
present. 

In Canberra, this is the Ngunnawal
and Ngambri People.

ANU SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING   |  Marnie Shaw

Acknowledgement of Country
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Session 1
01 Recap from last year

02 A year on, where are we at?

03 Keynote address – Kerry Schott AO

04 Q & A

ANU SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING   |  Marnie Shaw

Image credit: Western Power
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Housekeeping
• Parents room
• Emergency exits
• Please see the conference program for bios
• Please make time to visit the posters

ANU SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING   |  Marnie Shaw

This project was funded by Energy Consumers Australia 
(www.energyconsumersaustralia.com.au) as part of its grants 

process for consumer advocacy projects and research 
projects for the benefit of energy consumers.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.energyconsumersaustralia.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmarnie.shaw%40anu.edu.au%7Ce93658aefc58467525ba08dba9ef0a09%7Ce37d725cab5c46249ae5f0533e486437%7C0%7C0%7C638290616359506889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9AEfbKB7OIRyGoTanN9WQr3jK9%2FAPA%2BXifxKPOCE1a0%3D&reserved=0
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• More than half of future battery storage expected to be in 
our houses and suburbs

• Most will need to be coordinated and dispatchable

The context
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The importance of:
• Trialing different models of 

ownership/operation
• Transparency & community 

benefits for taxpayer funded 
batteries

Themes from 
last year’s 
conference
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A year on …
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Ausgrid
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And some (hopefully helpful) 
critical analysis …



CRICOS PROVIDER #00120C

• Federal government trial -- $200M, 400 neighbourhood batteries

• Victorian state government trial – $50M, 100 neighbourhood batteries promised 

• ANU neighbourhood-battery knowledge hub and evaluation framework

Neighbourhood battery trials

ARENA’s community battery funding rounds:

• Round 1 $120M “scale and speed”, funding for 
DNSPs and non-DNSPs

• Round 2 $51M, slower and informed by Round 1

Figure credit Jon Sibley

https://bsgip.com/neighbourhood-battery-knowledge-hub/
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Challenge/barrier Solution

Tariffs – postage stamp pricing Trial community battery tariffs, DNSPs looking to move from trial to set tariffs 
in next EDPR

DNSPs can’t own battery that’s used 
for ’contestable services’

Ringfencing waiver allows distributors to lease battery capacity to third 
parties 

Who will own them? concern about  
monopoly participation (DNSPs) non-
competitive

ARENA & Vic Gov set aside two streams of funding. For DNSPs and non-
DNSPs and for network outcomes and community outcomes

Political interference, hasty 
implementation, inappropriate 
funding

Transparency & accountability – ARENA reporting requirements

Limited network data – information 
asymmetry between network 
businesses and others

Require networks to publish constraint maps indicating where they are likely 
to pay for network support. Some DNSPs are doing this already

largely solved
partially solved
unsolved
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Challenge/barrier Solution

Losing the ‘community’ in community 
batteries

Co-design – embed values and energy future visions
Community support & benefits
Targeted training for councils and community groups to help them get 
projects up

Costs -- projects don’t stack up Scaling-up, aggregation, new revenue streams, reducing battery costs. 
Supporting different models to help a variety of projects develop business 
cases (Vic Gov are doing this)

Additional revenue streams needed New mechanisms for providing capacity & network services

Complex, potentially unfair and 
unsustainable billing arrangements 
with customers

Focus on how to pass benefits to households in simple ways e.g. reduced 
energy & network costs, increased solar exports, flexible export limits, 
community grants, EV charging, increased reliability

Land access - limited land and 
councils unaccustomed to land 
leasing arrangements

Working with Councils

Insurance costs Aggregation, education, experience

largely solved
partially solved
unsolved
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Our goals for today:
• Challenge ourselves and challenge each other – what 

problem do neighbourhood batteries uniquely solve and 
where are other solutions better? 

• Update the table – what other challenges/barriers are there, 
what has been solved? 

• Keeping the community in community batteries -- how to 
ensure the roll-out is consistent with what the community 
wants and expects?
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Thank you

marnie.shaw@anu.edu.au
bsgip.com
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